
Thomas Buess 

Swiss national and resident, born in 1957 

Mr Buess was appointed first as a member of the Board of Directors on 16 April 
2020. He is Vice Chairman, member of the Compensation and Nomination Commit-
tee and member of the Audit and Risk Committee. His current term expires at the 
Annual General Meeting in 2025. Mr Buess has completed his business administra-
tion and economics studies at the University of St. Gallen.

Professional experience:
 – 2009–2019: Group Chief Financial Officer and Member of the Corporate 

Executive Board of the Swiss Life Group (Zurich, Switzerland)
 – 2009: Head of Operational Transformation at Allianz Group  

(Munich, Germany)
 – 2005–2008: Chief Operating Officer Global Life and Member of the Group 

Management Board of Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich, Switzerland)
 – 2002–2004: Group Chief Financial Officer and Member of the Group  

Management Board of Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich, Switzerland)
 – 1999–2002: Chief Financial Officer of Zurich North America Business Division 

and Zurich Holding Company of America (Schaumburg IL, USA)
 – 1997–1999: Chief Financial Officer of all Swiss operations of Zurich Insurance 

Group (Zurich, Switzerland)
 – 1994–1997: Chief Financial Officer and Member of the Executive Committee of 

the Swiss P&C business at Zurich Financial Insurance Group  
(Zurich, Switzerland)

 – 1985–1993: Various positions in the area of finance at the ELVIA Group  
(Zurich, Switzerland)

Other board memberships and activities:
 – Since 2021: Member of the Board of Directors of Grovana Watch AG  

(Tenniken, Switzerland)
 – Since 2021: Member of the Board of Directors of Swiss KMU Partners AG  

(Jona, Switzerland)
 – Since 2019: Member of the Board of Directors and Chairman of the Invest-

ment and Risk Committee of Swiss Life Holding and Swiss Life AG (Zurich, 
Switzerland), listed on SIX

 – Since 2019: Member of the Board of Directors and Chairman of the Audit and 
Risk Committee of Sygnum Bank AG (Zurich, Switzerland)
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